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On October 28, 2019, Petitcodiac Riverkeeper hosted a historic symposium bringing together businesses,  

municipalities, towns and villages, wildlife protection and restoration organizations, universities, artists,  

economic development organizations, people who live and work along the Petitcodiac River, and others 

who see potential in the river to build the local economy in an ecologically responsible way. 

Petitcodiac Riverkeeper and its community partners have worked together over many years to bring attention  

to the plight of the Petitcodiac River. The results have been historic. The natural flow of the Petitcodiac River 

is returning, as are fish and habitat. The tidal bore is once again a major tourist attraction. Never in Canadian 

history has a tidal river been brought back to life and offered such a unique opportunity to make significant 

contributions to the quality of life and economies of urban and rural communities.

However, this tremendous accomplishment does not mean the Petitcodiac River is safe from the harmful effects  

of climate change, erosion, flooding, or from human-made issues. Growing ecotourism and recreational use 

of the river, while a welcome opportunity for economic development, also creates potential serious issues, 

and must be done in a way that ensures the safety and well-being of both our river and the public.

With the opening of the causeway gates in 2011, extensive upgrades to the wastewater treatment facility, 

and a partial bridge currently being constructed, many stakeholders who once rallied around the common 

cause of the Petitcodiac River have gone back to their “silos” and do not collaborate in the ways they once 

did. Groups have identified the need to begin working more strategically together. 

As Petitcodiac Riverkeeper celebrated its 20th anniversary and looked forward to the future,  
the October 28, 2019, symposium was an excellent opportunity to re-engage stakeholders,  
partners, and friends - enabling them to come together to start developing a shared vision and 
environmentally responsible strategy to take advantage of new opportunities offered by the  
restoration of the Petitcodiac River.
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Opening remarks by Ronald Babin (Petitcodiac Riverkeeper Chair), Mayor Gerald Goguen (Village of  

Petitcodiac) and Chief Rebecca Knockwood (Fort Folly First Nations) celebrated these 20 years by reflecting  

on the hard-fought battles which brought about historic wins for the Petitcodiac River, as well as their hopes 

for the collective future of the communities along the Petitcodiac River as it is now able to start reclaiming 

its former strength, beauty and glory.  

Four key topics which will help shape the development of a vision and strategy so that our communities 

along the river can be poised to take advantage of new opportunities created by the revitalization of the 

Petitcodiac River and watershed were then discussed: 

• Linking Our Communities: How can we improve the trail system and other attractions to unleash the 

full ecotourism potential of the Petitcodiac River?

 (Presentation by Marc Leger - Regional Trails Coordinator - South East  Regional Service  

Commission -  followed by round table discussions).

• Water Quality: What are the main sources of pollution in the Petitcodiac River watershed and what 

can we do to minimize them?

  (Presentation by Patricia Casas - Manager, Liquid Systems, TransAqua - followed by round table  

discussions).

• The Value of Natural Infrastructure: How do we protect and promote natural ecosystems in the 

context of climate change?

  (Presentation by Sébastien Doiron - Planning Director, South East Regional Service Commission  

-  followed by round table discussions).

• Developing a Vision: How can all stakeholders better collaborate to develop a common vision,  

and maximize the economic, cultural and environmental benefits of the Petitcodiac River?

  (Presentation by Pierre Gallant - Architect and Co-Chair, Petitcodiac River Ad Hoc Committee  

- followed by round table discussions). 

A summary of preliminary thoughts and discussions which will help guide the creation of a shared vision 

and strategy document are outlined in the subsequent pages of this report. 
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Graphic Recording from the Event
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The Importance of Breaking Silos and Focussing on Collaborative 
Projects that Benefit All Communities Along the River
Discussions during the symposium all seem to point to the fact that there is an overall shift taking place in 

our region and in our world in which people are realizing that we need to focus our economic development 

on more sustainable goals which prioritizes the quality of life for residents and environmental protection. 

This shift is necessary. 

The Petitcodiac River links many communities in southeastern New Brunswick which can benefit from  

having a shared vision and strategy bringing people to the river as its main centrepiece, instead of having 

the river being a mere accessory in the landscape. 

From the various discussions that took place during the symposium, ideas and themes came forth which 

will necessitate collaboration, cooperation and common pooling of resources. Organizations, businesses, 

key community leaders,  municipalities, town and village councils must see their interconnectedness, stop 

working in silos, and start embracing collaborative projects which create a common brand around the  

Petitcodiac River and the experiences it can offer. 

For example:

• Showcasing how the Petitcodiac River has impacted the heritage and culture of the many diverse 

communities such as the Acadians and Mi’kmaq by having the river recognized and branded with a 

special heritage status. 

• Developing attractions along the river to bring more people towards it and collaborating on branding, 

as well as promotional and marketing campaigns. 

• Getting communities to agree on environmental standards to protect the river, mitigate pollution, 

impose restrictions on developments that are harmful to the river and surrounding ecosystems, and 

make climate change adaptation a priority.

• Creating a common website focussed on the Petitcodiac River, its history and impact on the heritage 

and culture of our communities, and featuring riverside attractions, trail maps, etc. 

People Centred Development Is Key
Discussions during the symposium brought forward many great ideas regarding recreational use of  

the Petitcodiac River and privileging people-centred development along the river. As stated above,  

communities along the Petitcodiac River can benefit from working together to create shared experiences 

that bring people to the river, instead of having the river being a mere accessory in the landscape. 

For example:

• Having more trailside attractions along the river, such as microbreweries, restaurants with patios and 

views facing the river instead of facing away from it, parks and outdoor fitness stations, murals and art 

installations, bike rentals, etc. 

• “Trails Towns”: linking our communities through continuous uninterruptible trails alongside and  

branching out from the Petitcodiac River. Attractions, recreational opportunities and accommodations 

would be linked as well via this trail system which could then be branded and promoted to increase 

tourism in the region.  
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• Creating eco-tours such as the “Ride the Tide” bike tour that follows trails along the river or heritage 

and culture tours which focus on important landmarks, interpretative panels and other such  

attractions. 

• Ensuring our shared trail systems which link our communities are 4-season compatible. Skiing, fat 

bikink, snowshoeing, etc. in the winter could be facilitated with the use of rental stations and certain 

trails could be groomed for these activities instead of focusing solely on walking and cycling. 

• Finding ways to bring people from all age groups to the river’s banks and its surrounding areas by 

ensuring there are activities, facilities and attractions appropriate for younger and older generations.

• Increasing recreational opportunities on the river itself through boat tours, canoe and kayak  

expeditions, etc. 

Climate Change Adaptation & Pollution  
Mitigation Are High Priorities 
Discussions during the symposium brought forward the urgency of flood planning and climate change 

adaptation for communities along the Petitcodiac River. Many poor decisions related to development on 

the region’s marshlands have been made over the years, and we are already seeing negative effects: poor 

water drainage, silt accumulation in water pipes, flooding, and other issues in the watershed. With the  

complete removal of the causeway and the construction of a bridge, the river will continue to gradually  

regain its natural flow and strength. Combined with rising sea levels, flooding will undoubtedly increase. 

There are also concerns related to the effects of climate change on the region and its fragile ecosystems, 

which should be examined and addressed. 

Relying on scientific data is paramount in planning for flooding and climate change adaptation for the  

communities surrounding the Petitcodiac River. Finding ways to mitigate current flood risks, limiting  

development on marshes and wetlands, and planning for climate change adaptation are more pressing now 

than ever. 

The symposium also shed light on the fact that we must continue to be concerned with the overall water 

quality of the Petitcodiac River and its watershed. What are the main sources of pollution and how can we 

mitigate these? Water quality has direct repercussions on the watershed’s flora and fauna. Future economic 

development or increased recreational use of the river must not be done at the expense of contaminating 

the river and its watershed and wreaking havoc on their fragile ecosystems. 
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Moving Forward - Next Steps
Petitcodiac Riverkeeper will seek further community input and delve deeper into these themes as well as 

start creating a shared vision and strategy document by identifying common priorities and projects. 

It should be noted that Petitcodiac Riverkeeper is also currently working on creating a Community Action 

Plan for the Memramcook River and Watershed Revitalization and the consultations and research that is 

needed to create such a plan can also help guide the organization in facilitating collaborative work with the 

many stakeholders surrounding the Petitcodiac River when work commences on the shared vision and 

strategy document. 

Stay Informed!
Communications tools to stay informed and follow Petitcodiac Riverkeeper and its  
projects include the following:

• Petitcodiac Riverkeeper website: petitcodiac.org. 

• Petitcodiac Riverkeeper Facebook Group - Sentinelles Petitcodiac Riverkeeper  
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/4531432812

• Petitcodiac Riverkeeper email distribution list - request to be added by contacting  
 info@petitcodiac.org.

petitcodiac.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4531432812
mailto:info@petitcodiac.org

